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This year marks the 20th anniversary celebrating the 
Symphony in the Flint Hills organization. Twenty 
years since the genesis of the idea for an almanac, a 
guide, an actual book was hatched by those fearless 
original visionaries. Over the years, various themes 
highlighted remarkable and singular characteristics of 
our beloved Flint Hills – with an aim to educate and 
enlighten.

Celebrating 20 glorious years of Symphony in the Flint 
Hills writing, art, events and music, the 2025 Field 
Journal, themed “Prairie Sunset,” marks a significant 
moment. We’ve striven for a well-rounded anthology, 
showcasing one piece of writing from each of the 
previous years’ Field Journals, chosen by individuals 
with strong and significant ties to the Hills. Reviewing 
two decades’ worth of thoughtful contributions, the 
common theme of respect for the land and all her 
inhabitants remains a constant. 

TREAD LIGHTLY
•	 Bring a refillable water bottle.
•	 Pack out what you bring in, including trash and recyclables.
•	 When necessary, use recycling containers.
•	 Carpool 

 
BE PREPARED
•	 This remote location requires driving on gravel. Making your way 

from parking to the main site includes walking on the natural terrain 
of the pasture. Please plan accordingly. 

•	 Upon arrival, allow up to one hour to access main event site.
•	 Wear comfortable closed-toe walking shoes.
•	 The picturesque walking trail is the best way to access the main event 

site. If needed, transportation options are available: golf cart rides 
from the parking area to the ticket gate, and hay wagon rides from 
the ticket gate to the main event site. Expect long lines.  

REMEMBER TO BRING
•	 Hat
•	 Sunscreen
•	 Hand sanitizer
•	 Insect repellent
•	 Valid ID for Alcohol Wristband

DO NOT BRING
•	 Alcoholic beverages (wine and beer available for purchase)
•	 Glass containers
•	 Pets, except service animals
•	 Large coolers 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
•	 Coolers and bags inspected at the ticket gate.
•	 Casual dress recommended.
•	 Chair rental available for $5 each.
•	 Recording or videotaping of the Kansas City Symphony performance  

not allowed.
•	 Smoking allowed only in the smoking tent.
•	 No soliciting.

DIRECTIONS

From Strong City, 7 miles east or from Emporia, 10 miles west on  
US Hwy 50.  Go north on Z Rd for one mile, turn left (west) on 
240 Road, continue for two miles.  At X Road, turn right (north), 
approximately 3.5 miles to the site entrance. E V E N T E V E N T 
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PRA IR IE  SUNSET
Presentations 

            

AFTERNOON ACTIVITIES
Community Painting with
	 Sabina Bolinger
Food & Drink Available
Flint Hills Store
Guided Prairie Walks
Instrument Petting Zoo
Meet & Greet
	 Prairie Art Artists
Roping with Outriders
Roving Music by
	 Tallgrass Express String Band
Prairie Sunset
	 Talks & Presentations
Solar Observations

Kansas City Symphony
Performance –  6:00

EVENING ACTIVITIES
Harmonica Performance by
	 Keith Burditt 
Stargazing with High-Powered 

Telescopes  
Dance Music by Logan Mize
Trail Music by Lora McDonald
Powwow Dancers by 

Lead Horse LLC

PRAIRIE ART EXHIBIT &  
ONLINE AUCTION
	 April 26–June 17
In Person: Symphony in the
	 Flint Hills Gallery,
	 Cottonwood Falls, KS
Bid online: kcauctioncompany.com

SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES
TICKET GATE OPENS AT 1 P.M.

EVENT BASICS

Event Date:  Saturday, June 14, 2025
Refund Policy:  No refunds or exchanges. If the Signature Event is 

cancelled due to weather, GA tickets will be eligible for a refund.
Last-minute Updates:  SymphonyInTheFlintHills.org, Facebook,
Location:  Chase County, between Strong City & Emporia

BUTTERFLY MILKWEED TENT 

SPONSORED BY KOCH FAMILY FOUNDATION  
2:00	 Beyond the Myth of Conservation Easements, Mike Collinge, Jack 
Bohannan, Mark Dobbins, Lindsey Reinarz & Mike Stout
3:00 	 Working Together: Public-Private Stewardship, Jane Koger, Vickie 
Cikanek, Greg Kramos, Paula Matile, Adrian Vogel and Luke Westerman
4:00 	 Agriculture & Conservation in the Flint Hills, Mike Beam
4:30	 Don’t Panic, It’s Planned! Why Burning is Important for Prairies, 
Anthony Capizzo, John Blair, Dusty Tacha, Gina Grier & Matt Perrier

SUNFLOWER TENT 

SPONSORED BY LAWRENCE PAPER COMPANY  
2:00 	 What’s Water to a Prairie? Jill Haukos
2:30 	 The History of Fall River Reservoir, Kimberly Jones
3:00 	 The Gravity of Water, Erika Martin
3:30	 What’s Water to a Prairie? Jill Haukos
4:00	 “Back to the Land,” but Make It Suburbia, Elexa Dawson
4:30	 Indigenuity: Antidote To Destruction in the Anthropocene,  
	 Daniel Wildcat
5:00 	 Bird by Bird, Alice Boyle

 BLUE WILD INDIGO TENT

SPONSORED BY KOCH FAMILY FOUNDATION   
2:00	 Wiggins Ranch , Mike & Rene Wiggins, Lindy (Wiggins) Knowles & 

Latham Wiggins
2:30	 Beeman Cousins: From the Oil Patch to Cattle Ranching,  
	 Joseph Beeman & Preston Beeman
3:00	 Dalebanks Angus, Matt & Amy Perrier,  Tom & Carolyn Perrier
3:30	 Regenerative Agriculture, Chuck Rice
4:00	 Getting Started With a Quarter, The Collinge Ranch,  
	 Mike & Pam Collinge
4:30 	 Homestead Ranch, Jane Koger
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PURPLE CONEFLOWER TENT

SPONSORED BY  
2:00	 Life Impacts of 4-H, Lyle Perrier & Ben Sims
2:30	 Teter Rock: Pointing the Way to the Future, Honoring the Past
	 Ross T. Hendrickson, Grandson of James Murle Teter Jr.
3:00	 Changing Faces of the Prairie – The Discovery of Oil, Tiya Tonn
3:30	 Greenwood County History, Kent Olson
4:30	 Stewards of the Land, Dennis Rogers

STARGAZING TENT  

SPONSORED BY EVERGY
Afternoon Solar Observing, Static Solar System, Moon Phases 
2:00 	 Ad Astra per Aspera, Mark Ingelin
2:30	 Panspermi, David Hanson  
3:00	 Telescopes as Time Machines, Rick Heschmeyer  
3:30	 Tonight’s Constellation Tour, Dorothy Hanna 
4:00	 How Do We Know the Earth is Round, Jerelyn Ramirez

MUSIC TENT

WoodFest, Community Painting, Guided Prairie Walks, 
Instrument Exploration
2:00	 Violin & Cello Duos, Folk & Classical Music,  
	 Susan Mayo & Porter Wilkes
3:00	 MHM, An Adventurous Musical Landscape,
	 Susan Mayo, Dennis Hardin & Nikki Moddelmog 
4:00	 Poetry With Live Improvisation, Susan Mayo, Jose Faus &  
	 Von Hansen
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